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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-297
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Holt
Date of Introduction: May 8, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, F
Date of Analysis: May 10, 2012
Type of Action: Appropriation; fiscal year carry-over authorization
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $4,363,190 from the First Coast High School Swimming Pool account to an as-yet unidentified account for the North Florida Transportation Planning Organization (TPO) to fund a Braddock/JIA Future Rail Corridor Assessment ($100,000) and to place $4,263,190 into a reserve fund for the future construction of a new North Access Road connector between Airport Road and Pecan Park Road adjacent to Jacksonville International Airport.  The bill provides that the appropriated funds may be carried over to the succeeding fiscal year.

Background Information: The purpose of the Braddock/JIA Future Rail Corridor Assessment is to conduct a feasibility study for the potential location of a new east/west CSX rail corridor alignment from CSX’s existing Kingsland Subdivision service line east of I-95 to the west past JIA, a distance of approximately 10.5 miles.  The line would serve as the connector from Jaxport’s Blount Island and Dames Point Terminals to the CSX main rail line heading west from Jacksonville.  The JIA North Access Road would extend the existing 4-lane south access road (known as International Airport Boulevard), which runs from I-295 to Airport Road, northward to Pecan Park Road to improve airport access from the north.  The estimated total project cost of the road is $45 million.
$4,370,189 was appropriated to the First Coast High School pool project by Ordinance 2006-901-E ($2,630,997 from the General Fund Special Council Reserve for JIA-CRA Area Improvements and $1,739,192 from the JIA-CRA Area Redevelopment Trust Fund cash carryover).  Ordinance 2010-716-E appropriated $644,278 of the funds to begin the planning and design of a national-caliber swimming and diving complex.
Policy Impact Area: Transportation improvements
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $4,363,190 from the First Coast High School Swimming Pool account to two transportation-related accounts.
Analyst: Clements
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